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The genus Dyckia is composed of approximately 120 species of tough, sun-loving terrestrials found growing in exposed rocky places in Brazil, Uruguay, Paraguay, and northern Argentina. Most have succulent green leaves, often with a waxy appearance. The leaf  margins are heavily armed with treacherous but frequently decorative spines. A tall inflorescence bearing yellow to orange flowers arises laterally from the foliage but ascends into a more or less erect stalk towering well above the plant's rosette.

Their succulent appearance, decorative spines, relatively small size, dependable flowering, and ease of cultivation make them eagerly sought after by both cactus and succulent growers and bromeliad collectors. Most Dyckias are clump forming, but, unlike many clump-forming bromeliads, growers tend to leave them that way, primarily because taking on the task of dividing them usually involves a little pain and bloodletting. It is a project that is likely to be

put off as long as possible.

Dyckia 'Naked Lady', however, is a spineless cultivar that has been around for at least 35 years. According to the Bromeliad Cultivar Registry, it is a cultivar selected from the crossing of D. encholirioides and D. brevifolia. The hybridizer is unrecorded, but it appeared in Bill Seaborn's retail catalogue as early as 1968. There it was listed as Dyckia 'Nude Lady'. In fact, it is at least as widely known by that name today as it is by the 'Naked Lady' designation.

The channeled fleshy leaves are yellowish-green. The plant reaches 7 to 12 inches in height and forms clumps up to 24 inches wide. It remains much smaller in containers than in the ground. It will withstand a light frost and is easy to grow, but, in common with many centerfolds, it tends to be a bit slow. It is a shy bloomer as well. Many people have grown it for years without having seen it flower.

It is an interesting novelty that you won't find in your local nursery, but is available through a few well-stocked mail-order nurseries. Perhaps they will mail it to you in a plain brown wrapper.
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